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trickeries commonly practised. In all these cases some good end is contemplated by the mind and approved of by the conscience, the promotion of a great cause, of the church, or of a noble brotherhood of men, or of a high profession, or of the individual's own well-being, and other aspects of the deed are kept studiously out of view.
5th. A Troubled Conscience. This arises when there is a warfare without either side gaining the victory. It may have been with a severe conflict in which there has been a terrible charge on the part of the accuser, and a stout defense on the part of the excuser, ending in a drawn battle in which the opposing parties are left frowning on each other. It is apt to be continued in a guerrilla war with daily offenses and daily defenses. The soul whicli is the scene of such conflicts becomes wasted and sterile and produces no such fruit as it ought. Sometimes, especially after the commission of a great offense, say, a fit of drunkenness, this troubling becomes a fever with a high pulse, a constant restlessness and sleeplessness and struggle, which waste and do not strengthen. At these times the sins come back into the recollection as it were with a detective glaring and reproachful eyes. As they do so, they stir up a succession of feelings, accusations, compunctions, regrets as to the past and fears as to the future, which chase each other as wave does wave in an agitated ocean, but with constant crossings and crestings and foam.
6th. A Blunted Conscience. This is apt to be the enduring issue of a long contest with it. The heart being exasperated,and this being intolerable ("awounded spirit who can bear ? "), a strong determination is formed to cauterize it, and it is " seared as with a red-hot iron." It now loses all sensibility of touch and quickness of perception. The man does evil without knowing it, and when